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This ahwazi.ng book narrates the thrilling story of 3 role
model who won Many accolades in hjs professional
Career. He was the first civilian to become the first CEO
and Chairman of the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited,
India’s largest Public Sector cOmpany in the field of
defense. He has not only turned a sick HAL into a profit
making company but also made it 4 globally
competitive aerospace industry. He is the founder and
founder President of the Society of Indian Aerospace
Technologies and Industries(SIATI) to promote private
industry participation in Aerospace and Defense
Sector. His life and works will certainly inspire the
youngsters in our country who should have a vision to
make this country a proud nation,
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Foreword

In demographic terms, India today is younger to many other
countries of the world. The adolescent population in the total
population is an asset to any country which strives for economic
growth and development. The youngsters are always looking
forward to the role models to realise their dreams and aspirations.
During the freedom struggles, there were many role models in
our country who were either the freedom fighters or ministers in
the union cabinet not only at the center but also in States to lead
the nation for a bright future. Scientists such as C.V. Raman, Homi
J Bhahba and Vikram Sarabhai were also role models who laid
the foundation for making the country self-reliant in science and
technology. After India became independent our country produced
many role models in various fields, who were instrumental in
changing the destiny of the nation. While we are celebrating the
75th year of freedom in this year we pay our respect to the builders
of modern India.

This book deals with the life and works of a role model
technocrat who was born in an ordinary family with a determination
to contribute to the nation’s progress. He is none other than
Padmashree C.G. Krishnadas who was the first civilian Managing
Director and Chairman of the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited,
the largest defence PSU in the country. He joined the HAL as a
Material Specialist in 1971 and finally rose to become the CEO
of the company in 1997. Though an IIT alumnus, he rose to the
top echelon of one of the most prestigious Public Sector
Undertakings in the country through his hard works, perseverance
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and de.te.:rmination. He had a vision to make it a globally
f:or'rtlpetltlve aerospace company in the world and he has succeeded
in it.
After his retirement he became the Vice Chancellor of the

M.ATS University Raipur. In 2007 when Cochin International
Airport (CIAL), the first Public Private Partnership model
Greenfield airport built in the country faced a series of technical
and management problems, Kerala Chief Minister Shri.V.S.
Achuthanandan requested Dr. Krishnadas to head CIAL. In 2008
he took over the reins of the CIAL and under his able leadership
it has become one of the best airports in the country. This book
W%H certainly inspire the readers, particularly the youngsters who

will admire his life and works. This book has been the product

_Of the talks and interviews held with Dr. Krishnadas by two
Jour.nalists Mr. P. Thankachan and Mr. K. A Muraleedharan. We
dedicate this book to the students and youths who can make this
country a proud and prosperous nation.
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ABBREVATIONS

ALCAN - Aluminum Co. of Canada

AECMA - European Association of Aerospace Industries

(Currently ASD) - Aerospace and Defence Industries Association of

Europe

AICTE - All India Council for Technical Education

ALH - Advanced Light Helicopter

ASR - Air Staff Requirements

ARC - Ariel Research Centre

BEL - Bharat Electronics Ltd.,

BARC - Baba Atomic Research Centre

BAe-HAL - BAe-HAL Softfare Pvt. Ltd,

BEML = Bharath Earth Movers Ltd.,

CIASL - Cochin International Airport Services Ltd.,

CIAL - Cochin International Airport Ltd

CcvC - Chief of Vigilance Commission

CEO - Chief Executive Offer

DGCA - Director General of Civil Aviation

DRDO - Defence Research Development Organisation

DMRL - Defence Metallurgical Research Laboratory

FRP - Fiber Reinforced Plastic

GIFAS - Groupement des Industrics Francaises Aeronautiques
et Spatiales,

HAL - Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd.,

HVF - Heavy Vehicle Factory

HR - Human Resources

HRD - Human Resource Development

INAE - Indian National Academy of Engineering

It - Indian Institute of Technology

ITAEM - Indian Institute of Aerospace Engg and Management

ISRO - Indian Space Research Organisation

IIIE - Indian Institution of Industrial Engineering

IGNOU - Indira Gandhi National Open University

INA - Indian National Army (formed by Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose for Independence struggle)

KMML - The Kerala Minerals & Metals Ltd

LCA - Light Combat Aircraft

MAHS - Mar Athanasius High School
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VSSC

Mahaveer Academy of Technology and Science
University
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Non Resident Indians
Press Trust of India
Regional Engineering College
Rotory Wing Research & Development Centre .
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Industries
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