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Preface

The book presents an overview of the history ofwhat was known as

British India. The text is largely based on my own research on

nationalism and colonialism in India, and on a large number of

scholarly works published in this area.

Challenging and revising old imperialist and nationalist

historiographies, the book moves away from the historico-political

narrative to emphasise the mutual interrelationships between history,

politics, economics, sociology and other related subjects. The book

attempts to study wider social forces, movements, institutions and

individuals in order to understand why certain events happened and

analyses the consequences of such developments within a

chronologigal framework.

The book examines the social, economic and political conditions

in India in the eighteenth century in an attempt to explain why India

fell prey to the British East India Company and later to the British

Crown. It goes on to detail the political, administrative and economic

impact of British rule in India. The economic exploitation of India

through trade and investment is emphasised as the primary raison

d’etre of British rule. The foreign policies of British India, like the

wars with Nepal and Afghanistan or the conquest of Burma also

find mention in the book. The indigenous movements of'various

tribes and peasants across India are discussed. In the beginning, they

rose and struggled in the traditional manner, resulting in major tribal

and peasant uprisings throughout the country, which culminated in

the revolt of 1857, though peasant and tribal uprisings‘continued

even after. An effort has been made to juxtapose various strands of

protest against British rule, so that the readers can develop their own

opinion of the impact of British rule in the subcontinent.

I also examine the response ofthe Indian people to the emergence

and growth of British rule. Realising the significance of the decline

of Indian culture and society by the eighteenth century, the Indians

organised several social and religious reform movements» in the

nineteenth century. This awakening in the nineteenth century not

only adopted Western technology, like the printing press, to protest
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discrimination, 173, 201,205, 271

railways, 100701, 192, 202

Rajagopalachari, C., 266

Rajendra Prasatl, 266, 282, 295

Rajput: princes and chiefs, 5, 107

12, 14, 16, 26; States, 30-31, 39

Rajputana states, 38, 80

Rama Varma, ruler ofKerala, 30,

48

Ramakrishna Mission, 224, 240.

Sec (11m Vive kana nda

Ramakrishna Parmahamsa, 222—~24

Ranade, Mahadev Govinel, 172,

203, 207, 209, 215, 222, 224,

231, 235

Ranjit Singh. Maharaja of Punjab,

33434, 83

reason (rationalism) and

humanism, 128, 230

Int/ex 349

religion, 7, 210; in eighteenth

century, 51~52; religious and

social reforms after 1858, 219ff;

policy ol‘Aurangzeb, .11, 12
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302—03, 307

Sindh, British conquest, 81

Sindhia, 37, 39, 78—80 ‘

Siraj—ud—Daulah, Nawab of

‘ Bengal, 23, 64~71

Sirhind, invasion by Sikhs, 43

social and cultural: awakening in
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