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Preface

| Influenza remains an important disease in humans |
animals and birds. Avian influenza (Al) earlier known a;
g::wl plaque or fov?rl pest, a highly contagious and infectious
?sease of birds, is now popularly known as avian flu or
1Em:d flu. All birds are thought to be vulnerable to avian
influenza but poultry chicken, turkeys, quails, guinea fowls
etc- are more prone to Al virus which may reach rapidly to
epldemlc.proportion. Influenza A viruses infecting pou)l(tr
can be divided into two types: low pathogenicity aviaz{l
influenza (LPAI) and highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) or bird flu. Highly pathogenic Al has seriousl
affected poultry farmers whenever and wherever it h 5
e-'lppeared.'l—listorically, outbreaks of HPAI have occurrea;
ll; all continents. Avian influenza virus is generally limited
inﬂpoultry but - ur?precedented epizootic of avian
uenza A that is highly pathogenic has jumped the




vi
species barrier in Asia to cause many human fatahhe‘s ax:c(lz
likely to pose an increasing pandemic thre.at. Zoono. tlh
potential of Al virus was first recorded in 1997 wi

hospitalization of 18 people (sixX died) following the infection

| th February, 2006
' H5N1) in Hong Kong. On 18 .
T ) Itry has been reported 1N

HPAI virus infection in pou e
.. rat and Madhya Pradesh states of
et T 2007 in Manipur and

o in July
tor the first time followed by In Ju .,
15t Janurary and 8% March, 2008 in W.B. Although the

' ' jan is still
disease has been controlled in India, avian influenza 1s

in nel ' o5 and any moment it may
prevalentin neighbouring countrie y o

enter into our country. Keeping in mind all the points,

| ' ' he aspects
tten on bird flu covering all t
ook e e nd casily dable manner. The book

; ] j derstan
in a simple and easily un
would lfe extremely helpful to the students, teachers,

eneral
clinicians, technicians, researchers, farmers and g

ublic. Lastly, comments and suggestif)ns from all 1:he
) welcome to improve the quality of the book.
S. Nandi
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