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vi Preface

 

The constructive criticism of the book by the learned scholars and students along with the

increasing demand for the book from across the country gave the impetus to the author to

revise the book. I thank each one of them for their confidence in my ability as an author to

simplify the difficult concepts of Geography and Ecology in a cogent manner. ‘

I express my deep sense ofgratitude to Access Publishing India, especially Mr. V. Bij‘u Kumar

and Mr. Abhishek Sharma who published the revised edition meticulously in a record time.

My sincere thanks are to my sisters [are U. Salma and S. Bano who tirelessly helped me in the

building ofmy career and life. Thanks are also due to all my family members and friends, who

directly or indirectly provided me the logistics and moral support in the revision of the book.

It is hoped that the new edition would prove useful to the students, teachers and to all

those who are interested in the discipline of Geography and Ecology. The author would be

appreciative of positive criticism for improvement of the subsequent edition of the book.

MAJID HUSAIN
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Appendix

Environment: Definition and Types

Environment stands for surroundings. Environment has been defined

conditions and influences th

on the tot

‘the sum total of all

at affect the development of organisms’. This definition stresses
ality of environment, implying that every organism including human beings has

its own environment. A number of terms have often been used as synonyms of geographical
environment. These synonyms include habitat. ecology, popula[ion-ecology, ecosysrem,
nutrient cycle, biodiversity, geosphere (zone oflife) and ecosphere. In other words. environment
is an inseparable whole, consisting of mutually interacting systems of physical and biological
elements. The physical elements include space, landforms, water-bodies,
rocks. soils, mineral wealth, etc. while the biologic

l

Hora including microorganisms. Some of the experts

environment:

climate, drainage,

al elements include man. fauna and

recognise the following categories of

1. Physical Environment: The non—living components ofenvironment include landforms,
climate, water—bodies, temperature, humidity, air, etc.

2. Cultural Environment: The creations ofman on\ the earth surface are known as cultural
,. environment or man—made environment.

I

3. Biological Environment: The biological environment consists ofhuman beings, fauna.
flora and micro—organisms.

4. Cognitive Environment or Subjective Environment (Mental Map): The perce
environment is known as cognitive or subjective environment. It dilfe

person. For example, a field has different meanings for

grain farmer, rubber planter, industrialist, and builde

ived

rs from person to

a sheepkeeper. vegetable grower,

r of colonies.
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