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AUTHOR'S NOTE

Anyone who

this book is very different from The Pilgrimage (
viously published as Tk, Diary of a
chemist?and Brida.

It

pre-
Magus), The Al-

was an extremely difficult book to write.
First, because it deas with matters that require sen-
sitivity on the part

of the reader. Second, because ]
have

already told this Story to many people, and ]
feared that ] might have exhausted my capacity to
write it down. This fear remained with me from

the first page to the last, but—thank God—it was
only a fear.

The third and most Important reason:

In order
to relate the events

that took place, I had to reveal
details from my personal life—my marriage, my
relationships with others, and the fragile distance

that separates the magical Tradition to which | be.-
long from the person I am. As

Is true for any
human

being, €Xposing my weaknesses and my
private life is not easy.

But—as was made quite clear in The Pilgrim-
age—the path to magic is the path

people. One can have 3 master, follow the esoteric

of the common

244

has read The Valkyries will know that

THE VALKYRIES

Iradition, and possess the discj
form rituals; but the Spiritua] s
many beginnings (thus

pline needed to per-

earch is made up of

the searcher 1s called an
“initiate,” someone who js always in the act of be-

ginning something), and the only thing that mat-
ters—always—is the will to g0 on.

clearly presents the man that ex-
ists behind the magus, and thjs

those who are looking
their perfect truths

seekers know that,

may disappoint
for “perfect beings,” with
regarding everything. But true
regardless of our faults and de-

tects, the spiritual path is stronger. God

is love, gen-
€rosity,

and forgiveness; if we believe in this, we
will never allow our weaknesses to paralyze us.

Ihe events narrated in thjs book took place be-

tween September 5 and October 17, 1988. The se-
quential order of

The letter quoted in the Epilogue is on file at the

Registry of Titles and Documents in Rio de Janeiro
under number 478038

Paulo Coello




Do you have the courage to confront your demons?

The Valkyries are a force to be reckoned with — warrior women who roam
the Mojave desert on motorbikes, leather-clad despite the heat. But they are
also spiritual beings and it is to them that Paulo Coelho is led in the search

for his own guardian angel.

For forty days and nights Paulo and his wife travel with the Valkyries, battling
against fear and self-daubt and working to conquer the dark weight of the
t pressing on Paulo's shoulders. But will he end up destroying the things

he loves most in the world?

Paulo Coelho is an enchanting storyteller, inspiring people all
. over the world to see beyond the ordinary and
Into the remarkable
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