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reproduction, nutrition, management and health care.
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breedir_‘g and production covering the documentation and conservation of AnGR
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in animal breeding, reproduction, nutrition, ma

nagement and health care.
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Domestication of Farm
Animals

There are ample evidences to suggest that_aninllals. were dome§ticated beforg .the
beginning of the written history. The excavatlor} findings, old scrlpture.s, ?nd e 1.Cts
(Orders of authority) are used to trace out the history. The.re are ar.nple in ormaéllon
on animal care, health management, and treatment of dlsea§es in ancllent In .1an
literature (Indus Valley Civilisation, Holy Vefias, Puranas, epics, etc). S{n_m anc1§nt
India the livestock keeping had been an inviolable (unbreakable)‘ tl.rad1t1on r'a.t er
than an economic enterprise. The most importan't cultural and re}lglous traditions
of the Hindus are linked to domesticated animals and partlcularly .the cow
occupied an important place for cultural ethos rather than for the nutritive lacto-
products they offer. |

There are about 100000 species of animals listed in 11te.ratu1je but ‘man has
domesticated a mere handful of only 40 species of domes.tlc animals including
poultry to serve various purposes. The domesticati.on of animals of nearly all the
species started and the agriculture was also started in a cruc.ie way when man used
to live in huts or wooden houses. The domestication of animals by man ha§ begn
certain long before the time of recording historical data, though its exact time is
not known.

The first animals to be domesticated probably were the dogs and goats about
8500-9000 years ago from today whereas the cattle and sheep about 6000-6500
years ago from today. However, the domestication of sheep and goats took place
in the pre-agriculture period.

1.1 PLANT - ANIMAL - HUMAN RELATIONSHIP

Man is a member of the Mammalia class, Primate order, and Hominoid'ea
superfamily of animal kingdom and hence considered as an animal, but with
a difference of wisdom and culture. There had been a relationship of man with
animals. The art of the cave dwellers had depicted different stages of man-animal
relationship during the Hunting age, Pre-historic time and Early Historic time.
During hunting age, the animals were valued for their protein-rich meat, skin,
bone, horn, and antlers (branched horns) but during the Pre-historic time the
animals were reared for their products, transportation, and farming whereas
during the Early Historic time man enslaved animals and misused them even in




