
Diseases of Poultry
Poultry are kept all over the world for various reasons. They are one
of the cheapest sources of meat and can be kept by anyone, even in
backyards. In South Africa poultry are kept by large commercial
farmers for meat or egg production, by smaller farmers and by house
holds in backyards. Two very important factors that should be
addressed to ensure that you have a healthy flock of chickens are
management and environment. When chickensare healthy they eat
less food and produce more meat and eggs. They are less trouble to
look after and less money is spent on medical costs. A disease can
spread rapidly among chickens because they are usually kept
together in a cage or chicken house. They also share the same food
and waterbowls, which can spread disease and infections from sick

to healthy chickens.In an intensive system weplace a great deal of
pressure on the chickens to grow fast and to lay many eggs. This
situation can cause disease to spread resulting in a lot of damage
becauseof the stress the chickens experience. There are four main
types of disease affecting poultry: metabolic and nutritional
diseases; infectious diseases; parasitic diseases; and behavioural

diseases. This book is a standard reference work on health and
disease for those involved in the poultry industry, government and
veterinary education.
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