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Preface
  
 

Cattle Diseases are integral to the farmer, if not for

worPoultry diseases continue to represent a serious loss to

poultry producersin all areas of the world. Both industrialised

and subsistence production is impacted, involving broilers,

layers, turkeys, water fowl, as well as minor species. Infections

of flocks are becoming more significant as a restraint to

international trade,either justifiably to prevent introduction

of diseases, or aS a manoeuvre to protect domestic industries.

Poultry diseases are diseases that afflict poultry. The

eradication of poultry disease is very importantto the poultry

industry. Major types of poultry include chicken, turkey bird,

duck, ostrich, cornish game hen,etc.

Infectious diseases can be a problem in any group of

poultry, even those in the best managed backyards.It’s

important to know whatto look for so that you can separate

off the sick birds at an early stage for euthanasia or treatment,

andat the sametime, take steps to prevent the disease moving

through the flock. Some of the most common infectious

diseases that cause problemsfor the backyard poultry farmer.

There are many common and important diseases which can

affect the respiratory system (air passages, lungs, air sacs) of

poultry. Poultry refers to birds that people keep for their use

and generallyincludes the chicken, turkey, duck, goose, quail,

pheasant, pigeon, guinea fowl, pea fowl, ostrich, emu and

rhea. Due to modern systems of management, usually with

high poultry densities, these diseases are able to readily spread.

There are many common and important diseases which can

affect the respiratory system (air passages, lungs, air sacs) of 



poultry. People keep the birds for their use and generally

include the chicken, turkey, duck, goose, quail, pheasant,

pigeon, guinea fowl, pea fowl, ostrich, emu and rhea.

Problemsattributed to coliform infectionsare often caused

by strains of the Escherichia coli organism. There is a marked

variation in severity. Problems range from severe acute

infections with sudden and high mortality to mild infections

of a chronic nature with low morbidity and mortality.

Infections may result in a respiratory disease from air sac

infection, a septicemic (blood) disease from generalized

infections, an enteritis from intestinal infection or a

combination of any orall of these conditions. The disease

may result from a coliform infection alone as in primary

infection or in combination with other disease agents as a

complicating or secondary infection. Secondary infections

commonly occur as a part of the classic air sac disease

syndrome as a complication with Mycoplasma gallisepticum

infections.
Therefore, an effort has been made to provide applied

knowledge on nutrition and managementofdiseasesaffecting

poultry for the benefit of the poultry keepers, feed

manufactures, veterinary practitioners, students, teachers,

researchers and other officials associated with poultry

enterprise.
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