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MapofSouth Asia: The nematodesparasitic in birds (includingpoultry) reported to

date from SouthAsia—Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan and

Sri Lanka.
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the classification ofbirds, I have mainly followed Ali and Ripley (2001) andRipley IT

(1961), thoughother works like Baker (1922, 1924, 1926-31), Bares (1981), Ali and

Ripley (1983), Manakadanef al. (1998) and Ali (2002) have also been consulted. The

common names and the authors of record of the hosts, whether or not given by the

original authors, have been given/revisedas per t

hosts (particularly those from zoos)are not availab

being ofIndian subcontinent.

hese books. Suchdetails for few ofthe

le, possibly because of their origin not
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and the enormous diversity ofparasites (different groups) and to exchange theideas between evolutionary biologists and parasitologists (Clayton and Moore,1997). Before these (and other similar) observations could be appliedin the context ofavian nematodesfrom South Asia, there is need to consolidate the complete informationavailableto date, on the reported over 465 species(in addition to unclassified/unidentifiedand sp. ing.) described under about 75 genera, 25 families and 17 superfamilies.

B ird parasitology is helpi hg to understand modern concepts ofhost-parasite evolution

Theprinciple contributors afterthe publication ofFaunaofBritish India Series (Nematoda:Baylis, 1936; 1939) are: Ali, MM (1968-71), Ali, SM and co-workers (1956, 1960-61,1965, 1968-70), Bilqees and co-workers (1977, 1983, 1985), Chakravarty and co-workers(1938, 1944, 1959, 1962), Devamma (Ramnivas, D) (1975, 1977-81, 1984-85), Fotedarand co-workers(1965, 1972, 1980, 1986), Gupta, NK and co-workers (1969-70), Gupta,SP and co-workers (1960, 1972, 1975-80), Gupta, V and co-workers (1983, 1985-89),Ilyas (1974, 1979-82), Jairajpuri and co-workers (1967, 1969-71. 73), Jehan (1970-72),Kumar, P and co-workers (1975-77, 1979-80), Majumdar, G and co-worker (1963-64),Naidu (1978, 1981, 1983), Nandi and co-workers (1984-85, 1987, 1989), Rasheed (1960),Rathore and co-workers (1984-86), Sanwal (1951-52), Sharma, RK (1968, 1970-71,1973) Singh, SN (1 948-49), Soota and co-workers (1970-72, 1980-81), Sultana (1961-62,1964) etc.

As with thatin othervertebrate groups, the widely scatteredliterature on avian nematodeparasites from Indian subcontinent, published in journals, mostly inaccessible, coversmainly the morphologyand taxonomyofthe parasites from different regions,withlittleor no biological information. Parasitic diagnosis, pathology andtreatment ofdiseases ofcaptive (in zoological gardens) birds are still quite unexplored. Asearidia galli andHeterakisgallinae, the common nematodeparasites ofpoultry fromthis region, whichcould serve as excellent models for understanding various aspects of host-parasiterelationship and others, have not been much explored,
It is hoped thatthe present maidenattempt, giving complete morphological account,together with the additional published information, on any aspectofall the nematodeparasites(adult, larval, ‘unidentified’ofbirds (including poultry) from South Asia, willServe as a useful reckoner for future workers, ready to undertake the much needed‘revisionary work’ ofthe varioustaxa andresearchin the aforecited challengingfields,
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