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Foreword

I enjoy writing a foreword or a review as il gives me a chance to read
the manuscript or the book in detail. It is a pleasure to write the foreword
of Birds of Kerala: Status and Distribution as it is a well-written book with
lots of details which we require these days for taking specific management
initiatives.

Kerala is a blessed state, 'Gods Own Country' as the advertisement of
Kerala Tourism Department would say. Ornithologically, it is blessed in
two ways: good literature on birds has already been available for many
years, including Dr Salim Ali' book Birds of Kerala (1969) (first edition
came out in 1953 as Birds of Travancore and Cochin) and its subsequent
reprint in 1984 and revised and enlarged version in 1999 (published by
little-known Salim Ali Wild Wings Trust and Kerala Forest Department),
and secondly, a group of enthusiastic ornithologists and bird watchers. |
consider the four authors of this fascinating book as some of the most
talented and technically-sound ornithologists of India. By producing this
book, they have developed a bench-mark standard for other
ornithologists and other states to follow.

The book describes 453 species of birds, and an additional 49 species
that could also oceur accasionally as strays. The earlier book Birds of Kerala
had listed only 379 species, so more than 100 species have been added to
the checklist of birds from this small state of India. Unlike the so-called
revised edition of Birds of Kerala (1999) which had many mistakes and
disputable records, in this book, the four authors have meticulously
mentioned all the new records and given reference(s) wherever
appropriate. The bibliography contains about 900 references, which
further proves thorough research done by the authors.

The first chapter Ornithology of Kerala is fascinating to read and sets
the tone for the rest of the book. It also proves the erudition and
meticulous research which the authors have done. The chapter The
Changing Landscape of Kerala by Dr Sathis Chandran Nair is wonderful
and gives great details of habitat, topography and biogeography of the
state. | also enjoyed reading the chapter An Overview of the Bird
Communities in Kerala.

It is sadl to know that many dryland bird species such as the Yellow-
wattled Lapwing, Stone Curlew, bush-quails, larks and Grey Francolin are
declining in Kerala. They can survive in marginally agricultural areas but
not in intensively cultivated areas. Perhaps intensive agriculture has
resulted in their decline. However, the most worrisome aspect is the status
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