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Livestock sector plays an important role in rural livelihood,

employment and income generation. Major livestock products like milk

andmilkproducts, meat and eggs contribute aroundone-sixth ofthe calories

and one-third of the proteins in the per capita food supplies of the world;

India’s 530 million livestock forms12 % of the worldlivestock population.

Country is producing 127.3 million tones ofmilk per annum.Per capita milk

availability is 281 gms per day which is above ICMR recommendations.

Poultry meat and egg production are moving at a faster rate. Per capita

egg consumption is 53 eggs per annum. Livestock sector contributes 24 %

of agricultural GDP and3.6 percent of total GDP of the country. Livestock

production can be achieved onlywhen sound animal health system is available.

By 2020 more number of humanresourceslike Veterinarians, Livestock

Inspectors and Dairy extension Officers are required to meetthe increasing

demandoflivestock products.

Animal husbandry is a growth engine and annual growthrate in

dairying is 5 % and in poultry it is 10% andwill alleviate rural poverty and

uplift the rural farmer. If the country has to sustain economically,

livestocksector hastobe strengthened.Theavailability ofper capita animal

protein is 10.8g whereas the requirement as per world average is 25g.

National sample survey reports that 70-75% of their food budget is for

milk and milk products. The need of the hour is increase in production,

productivity and improvementin the marketing channel. In the case of

failure in agriculture, livestock sector formsthe source ofincomeandgives

insuranceto any intervals of agriculture failure.

Kerala occupying just 1.18 per cent of the total geographic area

of the country accommodates over 10 crops and the entire livestock

population spread over 60 lakh small holdings. It is a cradle of marvelous

models of multistoried cropping patterns, mixed farming practices and

 

 



 

different combination of integrated and intensive farming systems. In
recent years livestock development through SHGs is gaining importance.
Dairying, Goat rearing and Poultry production are emerging as the
main and subsidiary source of income and employmentin the state. The
Governmentinstitutions and NGOsareactively involved in SHG formation
for socio-economic development oflow-income groups.

This booktitled Hand book for PSC Livestock Inspector coversall
the topics of contemporary importancein the globalised era. This can also
be used as a reference bookfordifferent examinationslike Dairy Extension
Officer, Veterinary Surgeon,Agricultural officer and Dairy Farm instructor.
Iam sure this book with previous year question paperwill help youto get
better scores in the forthcoming examination.

Thankingyou

Sincerely

Dr.T.P. Sethumadhavan
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INTRODUCTION

Livestock sector has been well knit

 

LIVESTOCK SECTOR-PROSPECTS
AND CHALLENGES

 

marketoflivestock products, par-
ticularly dairy products.

with the socio-economic fabric of Among various animal husbandry
rural economy and plays an im-
portant role in the employment
and incomegeneration. Milk and
milk products, meat andeggsare
the major components through,
whichlivestock contributesto the
agricultural income. They con-
tribute about one-sixth ofthe cal-
ories and one-thirdofthe proteins
in the per capita food supplies
of the world; the balance comes
fromvegetable products. Per capi-
ta consumptionoflivestock prod-
ucts is, however, four to five times
higherin the developed countries
than in the developing countries.
Although India has hugelivestock
population, in terms of trade it
stands insignificant in the world
trade of livestock products. But
India has tremendouspotential
to produce and export various
livestock products. The high po-
tential of the domestic market
coupled with marketing opportu-
nities abroad under WTO regime
now render India to an enviable
Positiontocaterto the huge global

activities in India, dairying is
treated as the most important
since milk serves as one of the
main sources ofproteins andcal-
cium for humanhealth. Our live-
stock are roughly half asefficient
as the average milch animals in
the world and probably around
one-fifth as efficient as those in
the advancedcountries. The milk
grid in this country is based on
the average produce of millions
of small illiterate farmers who are
still unaware ofscientific dairy
farming. However, despite several
limitingfactors, dairy industry of
India has undergoneconsiderable
transformation in due course of
time. The investment, effort, in-
novation and energy of our farm-
ers and industry have seen India
moving from insignificant to a
major player in the world dairy
scene. India today ranks as the
world’s largest milk producer and
the valueofoutput through dairy-
ingis the largest when compared
to any other agricultural com-
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