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FOREWORD

The purpose of preparation and presentation of this Manual on Avian
Production and Management appears to provide useful guidelines to the
veterinary students for different practical lessons under the pattern of
Veterinary Council of India. As such I feel that this manual would be of great
help to the concerned students as well as the persons engaged in this field
specially for offering training in Poultry Farming,.

The contents of this manual have been prepared in simple language and
as per the VCI syllabus. All the practical points in Poultry Management have
been nicely highlighted in this text. The practical lessons have been organized
and presented in such a manner that it can be used as a notebook for all
practical purposes.

The efforts of the authors deserve appreciation, and I hope that because
of its contents and style of presentation this manual would become quite
popular amongst students as well as persons working in the field of Poultry
Husbandry. It is my pleasure to recommend this manual to be used by the
students and trainees of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry.

Dated: Kolkata W(ﬁﬂﬂ_ﬂ .

4th April, 2008 (Prof. C.S. Chakrabarti)
Vice Chancellor

West Bengal University of

Animal and Fishery Sciences

Kolkata, West Bengal




PREFACE

About this book

e  This manual has been prepared strictly on the basis of syllabus framed by
Veterinary Council of India, the apex body for veterinary education in
India. Such type of VCI syllabus oriented book is rarely available in In-
dia.

o  The matters are presented in such a way that this manual can be used as
a practical notebook.

e  Large number of objective questions given at the end of each activity unit
(practical lesson) is an additional attraction of the book, as the students
can prepare themselves for the short tests as well as external examina-
tion under VCI pattern.

Who will be benefited?

e This manual is primarily meant for the undergraduate veterinary stu-
dents (B.V. Sc. & A.H.) all over India.

e  This book will also help the concerned teachers/demonstrators of all vet-
erinary colleges of India for offering this course.
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Activity Unit-1

Holding and Control of Poultry and Study of

External Body Parts

OBJECTIVES

The knowledge of holding and control of poultry helps to handle the birds
properly for various purposes.

The knowledge of external body parts helps in

(a) studying the breed characteristics and identifying breeds of poultry,
(b) selection and culling of birds (layer vs. non-layer),

(c) identification of sexes (male vs. female), and

(d) proper application of poultry husbandry practices.

REQUIREMENTS
(i) Live birds (both sexes of chicken), (ii) Catching hook, (iii) Working ta-

ble, (iv) Note book and pencil.

PROCEDURE

Holding and Control of Bird
The bird is to be caught from the poultry house by putting catching hook to
the leg or by grabbing the legs with the help of hand.

Then it is to be held by grasping the two wings, and be placed on working
table after entangling its wings to each other at the base to restrict its move-
ment.

Then the bird is to be held in such a way that its abdomen rests on the palm
of the hand by placing the index finger in between the legs, the thumb around
one thigh and the remaining fingers on the other thigh, and the rear part of
the bird should be away from the body of the operator to avoid soiling, if
any.

When the bird is lifted in this manner for studying of body parts and other
purposes, it will be in comfortable position. If the bird struggles, thighs are
to be grasped firmly and it will be under complete control.




