QUALITATIVE RESEARCH IN
SOCIAL SCIENCES

A comprehensive book on for strengthening Social Science
research, by focussing on various dimensions of research
methodology in social sciences covering key research concepts and
tools like hypotheses in research, variables, measurement,
inference, qualitative social science research methods, sampling,
survey research design, experimental and quasi-experimental
research design, scales and indexes, data analysis and program
evaluation and policy analysis. This book would be of immensely
useful for all tbose involved in social science research in Research
Institutes, Agricultural Universities and other Developmental
Organizations. Also this book would serve as ready reckoner for
useful to the Scientists, Policy makers, Students and other
Stakeholders' engaged in social science research and rural
~ development.

LETHA DEVI G
Senior Scientist
na Instltute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology

Internat|onal Books and Penodlcals Supply Service
38 Nishant Kunj, ‘Main Road Pltampura Delhi-110 034 (India)

Phone No. 011 - 27352078, 9810146811
e-mail: _hkja|n19_75@yahoo com
Satish Serial Publishing House, Delhi-110 033 Rs. : 1650.00

LETHA DEVI G
P ADHIGURU
NIKETHA L




COLLEGE OF AVIAN SCIENCES & MANAGEMENT
KVASU CAMPUS, THIRUVAZHAMKUNNU

Ace. Now. .30,/ Call No

This book should be returned on or before the
date last given below.




Qualitative Research in Social Sciences




Qualitative Research
in
Social Sciences

Authors:
LETHA DEVIG

Senior Scientist
ICAR-National Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology
Adugodi, Bangalore-560030

P ADHIGURU

Principal Scientist (Agril Extn)
Division of Agricultural Extension

Indian Council of Agricultural Research
KAB-I, PUSA, New Delhi-110012

NIKETHA L

Senior Research Fellow
ICAR-National Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology
Adugodi, Bangalore-560030

iBs

International Books & Periodical Supply Service

(Publisher of Scientific Books)
38, NISHANT KUN]J, PITAM PURA MAIN ROAD
DELHI-110034 (India)
Phone : 011-27352078, Mobile : 09810146811, E-mail : hkjain1975@yahoo.com




Published by :

International Books & Periodical Supply Service

(Publisher of Scientific Books)
38, NISHANT KUNJ, PITAM PURA MAIN RO

’ ¥ AD
DELHI-110034 (India)

Phone : 011-27352078, Mobile : 09810146811, E-mail : hkjain1975@yahoo.com

© Publisher

ISBN : 978-93-88892-87-2
E-ISBN : 978-93-88892-88-9

P G .
I@{_FL].. I!\II rights reserved, no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a

elrieval system or transmitted in any form or by : i, 1
sy 4 ‘ an y any means, electronic, mechanical
phgltf)lcltupymg, recording or otherwise without the prior written permission ‘uf 1[--_[;
f;:]ljlilb 1er ?nd alsp the c&.r{J_}rnght .rights of the printing, publishing, e-book of this
on and subsequent editions will vest with the publisher. All Computer floppiesl

CD’s, e-book and i ing to thi i
the pifihe In any other form relating to this book will be exclusive property of

This bc;u.f.j contains informatior‘z obtained from authentic and highly regarded sources. Reasonable
igorts :r;jﬁ; been made to pybllsh reliable .data and information, but the publisher cannot assume

ponsibility for the validity of all materials or the consequenices of their use, The publisher have
r.’ftf;'xlr{m{d to trace ff”l-'!r acknowledge the copyright holders of all n.-ﬂfm'.-‘uf'f'c.'prclnﬁn.‘:'.d {m ;;::-
1;;:«; : .;_c ﬂlh{lji .-mld apologize ty c'gp_ynghf holders .-fp:?rn.fr'ssian and acknowledgements to publish :':.:

§ form have not been obtained. If any copyrightt material has not been acknowledged please
write and let us know so that we may rectifyy if. - At

Composed, Designed & Printed in India

About the Authors

LETHADEVIG

Senior Scientist

ICAR-National Institute of Animal Nutrition
and Physiology

Adugodi, Bangalore-560030

Letha Devi G did her graduation in Agriculture from Kerala
Agricultural University in 2001 and topped the university.
She completed her Master’s in Dairy Extension from
National Dairy Research Institute in 2004 and topped the
university with Director’s Gold Medal. She completed her
doctoral degree from Indian Agricultural Research Institute,
New Delhi in the discipline of Agricultural Extension in the
year 2007. She joined Indian Council of Agricultural
Research as a scientist in 2007. She is working as Senior
Scientist under ICAR-National Institute of Animal Nutrition
and Physiology, Bangalore. She did PG Diploma in
Intellectual Property Rights from IGNOU, New Delhi in
2013. She has published a number of research papers, and
popular articles in various national and international
journals of repute. She has published a number of books on
various topics related to agriculture and rural development.

P ADHIGURU

Principal Scientist (Agril Extn)

Division of Agricultural Extension
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
KAB-I, PUSA

New Delhi-110012

P Adhiguru is presently serving as Principal Scientist
(Agricultural Extension), Agricultural Extension Division,
Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR), PUSA, New
Delhi-110012, India. His significant research project
experience includes coordinating 39 ICAR-extramural
research projects in Agricultural extension. He was visiting
fellow in Iowa State University, USA and Centre for Biosafety
Assessment, Technology and Sustainability (BATS),
Switzerland. He is associated with International Collaborative
programs with CGIAR Institutes and international
Universities, including exchange programs. Also, involved

v




About the Authors / vi

providing inputs related to drafting MoUs for International
organizations and for National and International agricultural
policies. Also, associated with projects like Agricultural
Science and Technology Indicators (ASTI)” [ICAR-IFPRI],
Sustainable rainfed agriculture- im pact assessment of World
Bank sponsored Watersheds [ICAR-IFPRI-ICRISAT-
ODI-CRIDA-World Bank], also, nodal officer for ICAR-
CSISA collaborative project of CIMMYT on Rice-Wheat
System productivity. The other projects include Attracting
and Retaining Youth in Agriculture dealing with
agripreneurship, ICT-mediated Agricultural Extension,
Geometry of information flow in agriculture, Agricultural-
based interventions for sustainable nutritional security, The
Upcoming of supermarkets in India: implications for
smallholders, Perspectives of Agricultural Extension in India,
He has also written policy papers, research papers related to
Food Security, Nutritional security, Environmental
Sustainability, Institutional Innovation, ICT, ete. He also
represented ICAR in International Technical groups meetings
of SAARC, ASEAN, etc. and also visited many countries in
various capacities.

NIKETHAL

Senior Research Fellow

ICAR-National Institute of Animal Nutrition
and Physiology

Adugodi, Bangalore-560030

Niketha L., is presently working as Senior Research Fellow
at National Institute of Animal Nutrition and Physiology,
Bengaluru under ‘Farmer FIRST’ project. Previously she
worked at College of Agriculture, Shimoga as Assistant
Professor (Contract). She obtained B.Sc. (Agri) from College
of Agriculture, Shimoga, M.Sc. (Agril. Extension Education)
from College of Agriculture, Pune and Ph.D. from National
Dairy Research Institute, Karnal. She was awarded
Certificate of Appreciation for ‘Outstanding Ph.D. dissertation
work’ and fellowship during Ph.D. She was awarded with
best paper presentation at College of Agriculture, Pune. She
has published 14 research papers in National and
International journals, a book, many articles and a few book
chapters.

Preface

Globally, it is recognized that there is cnnstfml tri-‘IluitOI‘]T“']tliE:-l;[;
agricultitre and rural development due tf’ emergmg_c?m angeb 1ln o
of biotic and abiotic stress as well as emerging, marke‘tdrwen opportunities.
In this context, the role of social science and extension research 15. gal‘nmg1
considerable importance to give impetus to technology and mstklltutu()ir}a
led innovations. There is a need to go beyond ex-post facto research studies
and need to undertake more systematic and ane?lytlcal studies Ccc)iver.m.g)
wide range of socio-economic and environmental 1ssufes, macro a _n nu;t;J
level studies so as to draw more dynamic perspectives so as to enable
designing need-based extension policies.

There is a need for paradigm shift in quality of conduc?ing so.ciqal .‘.-}(ISICZI.'ICEI
research incorporating robust research .metlwdolot;les -Ffl]..‘LEl].')”ltUI;.I;%
pathways in the areas like diffusion, adoptmn and c?mmumt_'aliilniz L:hlex»t
also engage in multi-faceted cross thema_l'u: and sector al arca's 1 n ul : :L:ture
of globalization, technological innovations, chfﬂngmg ag‘rc‘n u-m_ 5‘1 %
and functions including feminization of agriculture, climate change,
sustainabilityand scarcity of natural resources.

Still there is substantial scope to involve approprigtc social sc_lelncelr\;'eit_ea r:l‘i
methodological tools in agricultural extension 1'eseimc n. adlLlciri:C
agricultural research leaders need to be :.sensntl?..eld to create a cc-rln ltc e
environment for higher order research m.thc d15c1plme‘ ‘of c?gtl::fl”ulicn
extension by building capacity of extension researchers, especially
research methodology.

In order to strengthen social science research, an effort haslbe‘gn. m:ad:i Lio
bring out comprehensive book on “Qualitative Research in Sfjcm! 'c;]e.r.u:?esl.mey‘i
focussing on various dimensions of research n‘.lethodology inscial :::2 'u-c}-;

coveringkey research concepts and too[§ 111_<e hyp(lJthesc?s in 1.. it .h,
variables, measurement, inference, quall}-atlve S(}CI.Z-IJ science 1;:505115

methods, sampling, survey research des;gx.u expcrunm.:nta] arlu qufzg
experimental research design, scale.'.:} and indexes, -di‘)t‘]l_-) anlf .yzll;s.lccl be
program evaluation and policy ana!ysm. We are sure this 0!0 v:riEd o
of immensely useful for strengthening _soc.lz}l‘smence research cla s
by Research Institutes, Agricultural Universities and oth.e_rkDeve ;)L~111q -\f;l
Organizations. Also, this book would serve as ready rec ener ‘101 %LL?.d
to the Scientists, Policy-makers, Students and other Stakeholders’ engage

in social science research and rural development.
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