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; Gold Medal for highest OGPA (Overall grade
point, average) under the able guidance of Professor Dr
Vardarajulu, with a project on poultry meat technology. After
completing his M.Sc he joined the Agriculture University as a
Research Assistant in the Poultry Science Department and
was postedto the All India Coordinated Research Project for
Poultry on Eggs (AICRP) Rajendernagar, Hyderabad.

- Dr. S.K. Maini
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 While working with Basik Breeder's Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad, he
visited Shaver Poultry Breeding Farms- Cambridge, Ontario,
CANADAfor an on the job training for the production,
maintenance and management of genetic stocks, the pure

line and the GGP’s.

=

From Poultry breeding he shifted to Pharmaceuticals, At

present he is working with M/s Vesper Pharmaceuticals of

Bangalore as its General Manager (Technical).
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< He has published over 65 popular articles in various

magazines and journals, of which 42 are on Emu’s andtheir

care, housing, husbandry, nutrition, disease control etc. He

was instrumental in bringing together the Emu farmers to

he Emu Farmers Welfare Association during 2007, and

» founder Joint Secretary. a W
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Appendix Dr.Surinder Kumar Maini - completed his B.V.Sc., from the Andhra

Pradesh Agriculture University in 1975, worked in the A.P.State Animal
No: 1. Egg Production Data Recording 111 Husbandry Departmentfor a year, then returned to the University with an
No: 2. Chicks Hatched Data Recording 111 ICAR junior research fellowship for M.Sc in poultry science, which he

No: 3. Eggs weighing and weightloss calculation 412 completed in 1978 with HEH the Nizam’s Gold Medal for highest OGPA
No: 4. Chemical Rodenticides 412. (Overall grade point average), under the able guidance of Professor, Dr

No: 5. Insecticides . 113 Vardarajulu, witha project on poultry meal technology, upon completing his

M.Sc he joined the Agriculture University as a Research Assistant in the

No: 6 Dewormer Required ~ Calculation © 113 Poultry Science Department and waspostedto the All India Coordinated
No: 7. Age related body weight and feed consumption table 114 Research Project for Poultry on Eggs (AICRP) Rajendernagar, Hyderabad.

No: 8. Body weight recording sheet M15 During the year 1978 he wasselected by the Agriculture Research
No: 9. Coefficient of Variation — Calculation 116 Service (ARS)as a Scientistforits Products Technology Division and posted
No: 10. Physical Examination of the Emu’s 117 to the Sheep and Wool Research Station, Avikanagar, Rajasthan. He

No: 11. a. Legal status of the Emu’s 120 declined to join the ARS, as he was a poultry science graduate he preferred

No: 11. b. The Indian Emu Meat Market 124 to join the Poultry Industry as a Veterinarian, where he looked after the

; breeders and hatcheries for several years, he was sent to the Shaver’sNo: 12 Environment Issues 122 ; . . . . .
Poultry Breeding Farms, Cambridge, Ontario, CANADA,while working with

No: 13. Financial Assistance 113 the Basik Breeders Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad for an on the job training for the
No: 14. Emu Farmers Welfare Assocation 124 production, maintenance and managementof genetic stocks, the pure line

No: 15. Costing Blank 126 and the GGP's.

References 108 From Poultry breeding he shifted to Pharmaceuticals during 1995, joined

M/s Solvey BE Animal Health Ltd. A joint venture of M/s Solvay of Belgium

and Biological E Ltd. of Hyderabad as its DGM (Technical), from where

during 1998 he shifted to M/s Vesper Pharmaceuticals of Bangaloreasits

General Manager(Technical), in both the capacities he was involved with
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the training of the field staff, technical support to the marketing team an

provided quality control services to the poultry vaccine productionunit. FORWARD

His love for animals and birds since his school days attracted him to thy

field of livestock and poultry as a veterinarian and to this exotic flightles. Over the years, people have asked meall kinds of questions regarding

bird the Emu, for which he spends considerable time and energy fomu Farming, ranging from the general“Tell me everything about the Emu

spreading the knowledge, information and sharing his experience gainearming” to the specific questions about the eggs cleaning, farm

over several years for the benefit of this new and emerging branch of thhaanagement, Emu genetics, breeder flock management, male

Indian Livestock Industry. ianagement, incubation, hatching the chicks, care of the chicks, slaughter

He has published over 65 populararticles in various magazines anjethods, meat and fat processing and storage, nutrition, disease control

journals, of which 42 are on Emu’s andtheir care, housing, husbandrfonom'’> Gojsrael eot"t (ete

nutrition, disease control etc. He wasinstrumentalin bringing together the Since Emu Farming is of recent origin worldwide, practically very little

Emu farmers to form the Emu Farmers Welfare Association during 2007 & D work has been done, no books or magazines are available in India,
and is its founder Joint Secretary. ot much information is available to the Indian farmers in the language they

This bookletis the proof of the above paragraph. nderstand, the details and information available on the Internet are from

‘estern countries or Australia and maynot be suitableasit is for the Indian

mu farmers, not many trained Emu handsorspecialist are available to

elp farmers during emergencies.

YW Lack of knowledge, misguidance, rumors, unscientific practices and

PECHNICAL OEIC ER uackery have caused the Emu Industry enormous damage and hampered

ts yey. nt) 3 growth overthe years.

rarely: + pita e- - This complicated scenario stimulated me to bring out this manual for the

enefit of one and all in the Indian EmuIndustry and especially those who

- Dr. K. Chandra Shekar Reddjfe really interested in the subject but can neither reach me nor get the

2quired information on time.

As on date there are no Standards for the Emu Farmingin India andtill

ich time the Indian Standards are developed for the various products,

ractices and procedures — the information in this manual can be considered
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as the Indian Emu Industry Standard, the farmers and all concerned w

the Emu Farming can use information from this manual as a quide | HISTORY OF THE EMU'S

optimization of their economics and operations. |
|

| am confidant this manualwill bring clarity to the farmers knowled Emu’s belong to an ancientgroupof flightless birds knownas the Ratites,

and thinking and dispel their miss concepts. which includes the Cassowary, the Kivi, the Ostrich and the Rhea. Emu’s |

lived and roamedthe Australian Wild for over a million years, were hunted

" Dr.S.K.Mawr by the aborigines for their tasty meat, skins and fat.

Several species existed earlier but today only one species of Emu’s |

survives and that is known as Dromaius novaehollandiae:

Emu Farming is of very recent origin worldwide, it wasfirst started by

two Swiss. families in Kalannie in Western Australia during 1970, this farm

closed after 3 yearsofits starting.
WUWVAQWQ0e

The Australian Government beganto recognize the Emu’s potential and

started a pilot farm in 1976 at Wiluna also in Western Australia. The

Australian Government permitted thefirst private Emu farm to commence

operations with the capture of 500 Emuchicks from the wild, simultaneously.

studying its feasibility and monitoring their growth, nutrition, diseases,

reproduction and behavior.

The Australian Government passeda legislation during 1987 and made

Emu Farming

a

reality, the first slaughtering was done in 1990 for its meat.

In India the Emu’s werefirst imported by Mr Ram Mutiala an NRI from

‘the United States during 1996, to a farm in a small town called Tanukuin

Andhra Pradesh. The pioneering workfor this Industry was doneby stalwarts

‘like Mr. DRK Reddy of Gollamamidada, Mr Shivanand Reddy of Cuddappa,

Mr Satyanarayana Reddy of Peddapuram, Mr Laxma Reddyof (Siddipet) :

Hyderabad, Mr Verma and MrVijay Kumarof Hyderabad and severalothers

- in the neighboring states. .
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 From the state of Andhra Pradesh the Emu’s slowly moved to |Females never incubate the eggs or lookafter the chicksneighboring states of Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Orissa, Madh, Adult Emu’s are comfortable in any weather

Pradesh, Gujarat and otherstates.
Emu’sare friendly, loveable birds, easy to manage

Emu's are farmed worldwide for their nutritionally healthy meat, skin Emu Farmingis profitable
and cosmetically important oil besides the feathers, nails, toes and bloy
out egg shells for ornamental purposes.

SOME MORE INFORMATION

’s “wi Keel’in latin — it relates to the breast
: The Ratite name mean’s “without | the

ms OENERAL =nuatton one of the Emu’s,that is convex in shape without a ridge to which bilateral

Ave Nallve fo Australia itis the Australian National eid ight muscles are attached in flying birds.It is also called “the camel of New
Longlife span — maylive up to 30 years

Adults weigh between 40 and 45 kgs
Grow tall — to a height ranging between 5’ 6” to 6’ 6”
Emu’s are very inquisitive and curious type of birds
Normally not aggressive to humans

Mature between 2 to 3 years of age

jolland” hence the species name “novaehollandiae”.

Emu’s have small useless wings, henceit can notfly, these are used for

estraining thebirdsforinvestigation purposes, shifting and during individuals

reatment.

Emu’s don’t have crop for feed storage like the chicken.

A tio of 1-1] ired for breedi The females and males are allowed to run togetherfor few weeks before

soonnn nated for breeding he beginning of the breeding season, the females select their mates, beginLays eggs for 15 to 18 years e beg . ,. o lay eggs, 1 to 2 months after the mating begins.Are seasonal breeders ~ lays during cold weather months
d for ornamental purposes.Emu's canlay between 30 to 50 dark green colored eggs per season Emufeathers have two shafts and are used for 0 do pot escene: . 0Eggsare laid during the evenings mostly between 5 and 8 PM Emu’s are not properly domesticated birds, ensure they do ‘4 “unners

Incubation period is long - ranging between 50 and 56 days ‘rom captivity, catching them will be very difficult as they are goo
Chicks are about6”to 7”tall when hatched andcan reach speeds of over 40 kmph.
Chicks weightat hatch is about 2/3 of the eggs weight Emu handlers should spend more time with the birds when they are
Chicks have longitudinalstrips with speckled heads shicks and juveniles, this makes their handling easy when they become
Emu's are good swimmers and fast runners
Alwaysraise chicks out of sight of the breeders
Emu’s are omnivorous

adults.

Emu’s adopt well to a climate ranging from -20°C to + 50°C, that means

Emu’s can be reared comfortably from Kashmir to Kanya Kumariin India.
The male hatches the eggs and takes care of the chicks
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In the wild the Emu’s eatgrains, berries, cherries, flowers, shoots, ro, Loading, offloading from vehicles and transportaom deincluaing ving

. : : j injured birds |
weeds, seeds, bugs,frogs, small snakes,lizards and a variety.of inseg }jandling, nursing and treatmentof sick and inju

The females make a booming soundfrom the air sacs, while the madicines by mouth or aan is
makes a grunting soundlike the pigs, the chicks make a peeping soun, Hygiene and disinfection metho

TO SUCCEED IN EMU BUSINESS

Water bathing needs and provision made

Selection of breeding stock

Record keeping andtheir analysis
The farmers must know the following and discuss them withtheirfarn Methods of emergencykilling

friends, customers, hatchery men and the veterinarians.Try to get maxim) Farm Slaughterof the birds
possible information and implementwhat everis possible for their own a
for the benefit of others. Sharing information and knowledge does not co

General biology and behavior of Emu’s
Handling chicks, growers and adults
General managementprocedures
Disease controls to maintain healthy birds
Signs and symptomsof disease, stress and distress

Body weight, Feed consumption Standards
Nutritional and feeding requirements including stone grit (insoluble gr

and shell grit (calcium sourcefor laying birds)
Exercise requirements
Reproductive behavior including egg handling, storage, incubation ar

hatching Brooding and Rearing of young chicks (to 13 weeks)
Spaceallowancesin breeder pair pens and group enclosures
Housing, environmental needs including shelter, and “hiding” places|

avoid bullying or unwanted sexual overtures
Fencing design and construction
Catching and handling ofbirds of different age groups
Finding the Age of chicks and growers

%829.9.93S008
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