
Kautilya, also known as Chanakya and Vishnugupta, wrote the 

Arthashastra in the second century AD though the date has not been 

conclusively established. A master strategist who was well-versed in the 

Vedas and adept at creating intrigues and devising political stratagems, 

Kautilya was the man who destroyed the Nanda dynasty and installed 

Chandragupta Maurya as the king of Magadha. 

The Arthashastra contains fifteen books which cover numerous topics 

that are of relevance even today: revolts and rebellions, structure of the 

state, consumer protection, salaries of government servants, property 

laws, labour laws, criminal investigations, the penal system, prevention 

of confederacies and oligarchies, the duties of the king, and a complete 

code of law, among others. 

Artha, literally wealth, is one of four supreme aims prescribed by Hindu 

tradition. However, as the Arthashastra reveals, it has a much wider 

significance, and the material well-being of individuals is just a part of it. 

A remarkably comprehensive treatise of statecraft, the Arthashastra is 

testimony to Kautilya’s genius and foresight. 

Edited, Rearranged and Translated from the Sanskrit by L.N. RANGARAJAN 
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AUTHOR’S NOTE 

o Arabic numerals indicate the number of the verse. For example, 

{1.1.1} Book L, Chapter 1, verse number 1. Verse numbers are as in Kangle, 

The Kautiliya Arthashastra, Part { (text) and Part I (translation), second 

edition; University of Bombay 1969. 

o Roman numerals indicate a reference to the Part and Section in this 

translation. 1 (i)Part I, Section 1. 

re) Square brackets || enclose translator’s additions and comments. 

o Double braces {} enclose verse numbers. 

o Parentheses () are used normally. In the translation, material within 

parantheses is that found in the text. 

o Sanskrit words are in italics; diacritical marks are not used. 
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