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agricultural productivity, agricultural efficiency, crop combinations, crop concentration, crop

diversification, land classification, cropping patterns and Jand capability have been referenced in

India and abroad. The concepts, like Potentia] Production Unit (PPU), Carrying Capacity of

1I;.and and Food Balance Sheets were used in geographical research in India for the first time by
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ABOUT THE CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION

The Civil Services examination comprises two successive stages: . : .
(i) Civil Services (Preliminary) Examination (Objective Type) for the selection of candidates for Main

Examination; and !
(i) Civil Services (Main) Examination (Written and Interview) for the selection of candidates for the various

services and posts.
Scheme and subjects for the Preliminary and Main Examination.

A. PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION
The Examination shall comprise two compulsory Papers of 200 marks each.
Note:
(i) Bothtle question papers will be of the objective type (multiple choice questions).
(i) The iestion paners will be set both in Hindi and English. However, questions relating to English
! Lymguage Comprehension Skills of Class X level will be tested through passages from English language
only without providing Hindi translation thereof in the question paper.

B. MiaiN EXAMINATION
The written examination will consist of the following papers:

Qualifving Papers.
Paper A: (One of the Indian Language to be selected by the candidate from the Languages included in the
Eighth Schedule to the Constitution). 300 Marks

Paper B: English 300 Marks
The papers on Indian Languages and English (Paper A and Paper B) will be of Matriculation or equivalent

standard and will be of qualifying nature. The marks obtained in these papers will not be counted for ranking.

Papers to be counted for merit

250 Marks
250 Marks

Paper I: Essay

Paper II: General Studies-1
(Indian Heritage and Culture, History and Geography of the World and Society)
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t, Security and Disaster Management)

250 Marks

250 Marks
250 Marks

List of optional subjects for Main Examination:
(1) Agriculture
(i) Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Science
(iii)) Anthropology
(iv) Botany
(v) Chemistry
(vi) Civil Engineering
(vi1) Commerce and Accountancy
(viii) Economics
(ix) Electrical Engineering
(x) Geography
(x1) Geology
(xit) History
(xiii) Law
(xiv) Management
(xv) Mathematics
(xv.i') Mechanical Engineering
(xvii) Medical Science
(XYlli) Philosophy
{(xix) Physics
xx) Politi i
(ixg P;)}l,l:;sllosgc ;ence and International Relations
(xxu) Public Administration
(xxiii) Sociology
(xxiv) Statistics
(xxv? Zgology
(xxvi) Literature of any one of the
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’ ’ , Urdu and English.
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GEOGRAPHY SYLLABUS FOR MAIN EXAMINATION

Paper-I
Principles of Geography

Physical Geography
@i Geomorphology : Factors con
Origin and evolution of the earl
earth’s interior; Geosynclines; Conti
building; Vulcanicity; Earthijuakes
development ; Denudation chronology; Channel i
;Appl ied Geomorphology: Geohydrology, economic geology and environment

Climatology : Temperature and pressure belts of the world; Heat budget of the earth; Atmospheric
cireulation: atmogpheric stability and instability. Planetary and local winds: Monsoons and jet streams;
Air masses and fronto genesis, Temperate and tropical cyclones; Types and distribution of precipitation;
. Weather and (limate; Koppen’s, Thorthwaite’s and Trewartha’s classification of world climates;
i drological cycle; Global climatic change and role and response of man in climatic changes, Applied

climatology and Urban climate.
‘Oyceanography : Bottom topography
salinity of the oceans; Heat and salt budgets, Oc
resources: biotic, mineral and energy resources: Coral ree
the sea and marine pollution.
Biogeography : : Genesis of soils; Classification and distribution of soils; Soil profile; Soil erosion,
Degradation and conservation; Factors influencing world distribution of plants and animals; Problems
of deforestation and conservation measures; Social forestry; agro-forestry; Wild life; Major gene pool

andform development; endogenetic and exogenetic forees;
omagnetism; Physical conditions of the
nental drift; Isostasy; Plate fectonics; Recent views on mountain
and Tsunamis; Concepts of geomorphic cycles and Landscape
rorphology; Erosion surfaces; Slope development

trolling |
h’s crust; Fundamentals of ge

Indian and Pacific Oceans; Temperature and

of the Atlantic,
and tides; Marine

ean deposits; Waves, currents
fs. coral bleaching; sealevel changes; law of

cenires.
Environmental Geography : Principle of ecology: Human ecological adaptations; Influence of man on
ecology and environment ; Global and regional ecological changes and imbalances; Ecosystem their
management and conservalion; Environmental u‘.iegradal ion, management and conservation;
Biodiversity and sustainable development; Environmental policy; Environmental hazards and remedial
measures; Environmental education and legislation.
Human Geography
(i) Perspectivesin Human Geography : Areal differentiation; regional synthesis; Dichotomy and dualism;
Environmentalism; Quant i tat ive revolut ion and locat ional analysis; radical, behavioural, human and
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INTRODUCTION

) understanding the types and character of rocks and

The geological structure of a country helps i1
{ soils, the availability of minerals, and the surface and

slopes, the physical and chemical properties o
underground water resources. All these resources have a direct impact on the socio-economic
development of the people of a country, or region.

Geologically, the subcontinent of India was a part of the Gon dwanaland (the Southern Continent).
The geological history of India is unique, as Peninsular India was a part of the old landmass since
the formation of the Earth’s crust, which grew in complexity as a succession of Alpine-orogeny
resulting in the upheaval of the Himalayas in the Tertiary Period and the aggradational formation
of the Inda-Gangetic Plain during the Pleistocene Period. The latter continues till today, through
sedimentation in the flood plains of the rivers and the lower part of the Gangetic Plain, namely the
Huglifasin. The geological history of India is complex as well as varied. It begins with the first
formation of the Earth’s crust, first deposited sedimentary rocks, first orogeny, and extends up to
the yecent laying down of alluvial deposits. Many of these rock formations occur in sup(-:rimposed
pokitions and have been subjected to intense folding and faulting. The geological structure of India
has been described briefly in the following sections (Fig. 1.1).

THE ARCHAEAN FORMATIONS (PRE-CAMBRIAN)

The Archaean Era is also known as the Precambrian Period. This is the division of geologic time
scale from the formation of the Farth (about 4.6 billion years ago) to the beginning of the Cambrian
Period of the Paleozoic Era (about 570 million years ago).

The Precambrian time constitutes about 86.7% of the Farth’s history. The term ‘Archaean’,
introduced by J.D. Dana in 1782, refers to the oldest rocks of the Farth’s crust. The oldest known
rocks of the Earth, the evolutionary atmosphere, the first chemosynthesis, the first phntusynthesis,
the life-supporting atmosphere and the Earth’s modern atmosphere, were developed during the
Precambrian Era (Archaean and Protozoic). Rocks of the Archaean System are devoid of any form
of life. In other words, the Archaean rocks are all azoic or unfossiliferous. They are thoroughly
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