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history of early India. Beginning with a discussion on frameworks of
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the beginning of territorial states. The period of Mauryas, Central Asian
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highlights important phenomena such as the varna system, urbanization,
commerce and trade; developments in science and philosophy, and
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Preface

The present b'ook is based on a good portion of my Ancient India, which
was ﬁ.rst Publlshed by the National Council of Educational Resca;ch Cd
’I?ramm‘g in 1977, but the obscurantist elements got it withdrawn f: .
circulation by the same body in 1978. The book was restored in 1980 0'3
several lacs were printed for school students. However, when in ZOOi atr}ll
NCERT p.ubllshcd it, some passages were removed without the auth )
consent. F‘mally \;1*12002 the NCERT withdrew the book because of cxtre(r)r::
conscrvatism. When the Oxford University Pr »
publication, I decided to get the revised copy of}(’hc eii:riizpc:?i:i‘h(:::d Ellc hF:c;
by thc:-m. I substantially revised the book and added four new cha ptl::r ItS i
In doing so I took account of new ideas and marerials available Fo nfco :
The E?of)k covers Indian history from the beginning to the 7th centur
AD. Since it is mainly meant for undergraduates and general readers, I h !
us.ed non-English words without diacritics. I have also avoided cixa tave
wnsc'references, but an up-to-date chaprer-wise bibliography has E:r‘
provndr?d at the end of the book for the materials I have usciyl ill feri
happy if the book retains its old popularity. P

Patna R
.S. Sharma

July 2005
(RAM SHARAN SHARMA)
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