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This book provides a comprehensive and accessible account of the 
history of early India. Beginning with a discussion on frameworks of 
writing history, the volume sheds light on the origins and growth 
of civilizations, empires, and religions. It covers the geopraphical, 
ecological, and linguistic backgrounds, and looks at specific cultures 
of the Neolithic, Chalcolithic, and Vedic periods, as well.as the 
Harappan civilization. 
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The author discusses the rise of Jainism and Buddhism, Magadha, and 
the beginning of territorial states. The period of Mauryas, Central Asian 
countries, Satavahanas, Guptas, and Harshavardhana are also analysed. He 
highlights important phenomena suchas the varna system, urbanization, 
commerce and trade, developments in science and philosophy, and 
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cultural legacy. He also examines the process of transition from ancient 
to medieval India and addresses topical issues such as the origin of the 
Aryan culture, This engaging and lucid text, by one of the best-known 
scholars of ancient India, will be indispensable for students and teachers 
of ancient Indian history. 
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‘The narrative is highly readable, demarcating the major periods of social 
formation, political and cultural evolution, underlying which is a judicious 
use of all available sources and their relative importance for each period. 

—R. Champakalakshmi, Fconomic and Political Weekly 
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Cover visual: (foreground) Apsara, Ajanta; (background) Stupa Site {l, Nalanda, 
Gupta Period, Photographs courtesy of Archaeological Survayof India a 
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Preface 

a ee on a good portion of my Ancient India, which 
rst published by the National Council of Educati first p onal Research and 

Trailing in 1977, but the obscurantist elements got it withdrawn from 
circu ation by the same bedy in 1978. The book was restored in 1980, and 
sevens lacs were printed for school students. However, when in 2001 the 

RT pabiished it, some passages were removed without the author's 
consent. inally ae the NCERT withdrew the book because of extreme 
conservatism. When the Oxford University P ce , sity Press approached fe 
pouiestions I decided to get the revised copy of the tie <a published 

y em. I substantially revised the book and added four new chapters to it 
n doing so I took account of new ideas and materials available to te . 
eu book covers Indian history from the beginning to the 7th centur 

- ince e is ae, oF for undergraduates and general readers, I ra 
sed non-English words without diacritics. I have also avoi ) : avoided chapter- 

ae ee a an up-to-date chaprer-wise bibliography has been 
rovided at the end of the book for the materials I h i 

happy if the book retains its old popularity. ‘ie 

Patna R.S. Shar 
July 2005 

ma 
(RAM SHARAN SHARMA) 
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