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INDIA AFTER GANDHI

Chosen as a Book of the Year by The Economist, Wall Street Journdl,
Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle, Time Out, and Outlook
-

This is a magisterial account of the pains, the struggles, the humiliations, and the glories of the
world's largest and least likely democracy. Ramachandra Guha’s India after Gandhi is a riveting
chronicle of the often brutal conflicts that have rocked a giant nation, and of the extraordinary A F T E R
individuals and institutions who have held it together. It is an epic history, peopled by larger-

than-life characters, deeply researched and elegantly written, the work of a major scholar at G A N D H I

the height of his powers.

‘Finally, here is a history of democratic India that is every bit as sweeping as the country THE HIsTORY OF THE

itself. A magisterial work’ — FINANCIAJL TIMES WORLD'S LARGEST
DEMOCRACY

‘Guha has given democratic India the rich, Well—paced history it deserves’ :
~WASHINGTON POST

RAMACHANDRA
‘An insightful, spirited and elegantly crafted account of India since 1947’ ¢ HAI‘N‘D
_“TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT GU\Hﬁ
v ‘A magisteri =
... M o gisterial work’ — FINANCIAL TIMES

‘India after Gandhi is a magnificently told history of the world’s largest

story with unforgettable characters and towering challenges, immense greatness and i - I _ -
extraordinary venality, soaring hopes and profound disappointment’ —INDIA TODAY 2 1
| ‘It is a formidable undertaking to write in a single volume a history of this vast country. ... et .
I Keeping in proportion the separate clements of so huge and sprawling a history calls for the - 2 1
finest judgement. ... Guha rises nobly to the challenges: his history is as comprehensive, 1 '

fred as any reasonable reader could expect —THE SPECTATOR ! g

| balanced and elegantly cra
THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD’S
LARGEST DEMOCRACY

Ramachandra Guha has taught at Yale, Sranford. Oslo, and the Indian Institute of Science. His
| other books include A Corner ofa Foreign F ield and Environmentalism: A Global History. His awards include
f the UK Cricket Society’s Literary Award and the Leopold-Hidy Prize of the American Society
‘ of Environmental History. In May 2008, Prospect and Foreign Policy magazines nominated Guha as
one of the world’s one hundred most influential intellectuals. In 2009, he was awarded the

Padma Bhushan for services to literature and education.
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A riveting narrative . . . India Afier Gandhi is a balanced and
unfailingly insighcful work’
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A Note on Place Names

In recent years, the names of several towns and cities in India have been
modified or changed — thus Bombay has become Mumbai, Madras has
become Chennai and Calcutta has become Kolkata. Likewise, the Bangla-
deshi capital, Dhaka, was for much of the period covered by this book
known as Dacca, while the Chinese capital, Beijing, was until the 1980s
referred to as Peking. The usage in this book conforms to historical
convention rather than linguistic precision. For example, the capital of
Mabharashtra is referred to as Bombay until we come to the time when its
name was officially changed to Mumbai.
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Prologue

Unnatural Nation

1

Because they are so many, and so various, the people of India are also
divided. It appears to have always been so. In the spring of 1827 the
poet Mirza Asadullah Khan Ghalib set out on a journey from Delhi to
Calcutta. Six months later he reached the holy Hindu city of Banaras.
Here he wrote a poem called ‘Chirag-i-Dair’ (Temple Lamps), which

contains these timeless lines:

Said I one night to a pristine seer

(Who knew the secrets of whirling Time),
‘Sir, you well perceive,

That goodness and faith,

Fidelity and love
‘Have all departed from this sorry land.
Father and son are at each other’s throat;
Brother fights brother. Unity

and Federation are undermined.

Despite these ominous signs

Why has not Doomsday come?

Why does not the Last Trumpet sound?
Who holds the reins of the Final Catastrophe?™

backdrop of the decline of the

Ghalib's poem was composed against the
etic plain, once ruled

Mughal Empire. His home territory, the Indo-Gang
by a single monarch, was now split between contending chiefdoms and
ies. Brother was fighting brother; unity and federation were being
undermined. But even as he wrote, a new (and foreign) power was
asserting its influence across the land in the form of the British, who
| of the greater part of the subcontinent.
lation rose up in what the

arm

were steadily acquiring contro
Then in 1857 large sections of the native popu
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