HARD
TIMES

Hard Times by CHARLES DICKENS is set in a
Q fictitious place called Coketown and recounts
| o the story of Thomas Gradgrind and his family:,

As an educationalist, Mr. Gradgrind raises his
children, Tom and Louisa, on the principle
of Faets and never allows them to engage
% in fanciful or imaginative pursuits. Louisa
agrees o marry a much older man, a (riend
™| ol her father, Josiah Bounderby. However as
she matures, Facts lose their hold on her lite
and she begins o wonder if there are more

important things in life. She is prayed upon by the worthless idler. James

Harthouse, and is tempted by him to leave Josiah Bounderby and elope with
him. Louisa instead Nees James Farthouse and finds refuge at her lather's
house. Tom, unscrupulous and [rivolous, robs his brother-in-law's bank and is
saved only through Sissy Jupe.

The end of the novel thus brings an utter devastation of Facts and

finds the Gradgrind family living a life that includes simplicity and Fancy.
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