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100,000 years ago, at least six human species 
inhabited the earth. Today there is just one. 
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 Homo sapiens. 

How did our species succeed in the battle for dominance? 
y did our foraging ancestors come together to create cities and kingdoms? 

How did we come to believe in gods, nations and human rights? 
And what will our world be like in the millennia to come? 

Bold, wide-ranging and provocative, Sapiens challenges 
everything we thought we knew about being human: 
our thoughts, our actions, our power...and our future. 
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Timeline of History 

Matter and energy appear. Beginning of physics. Atoms 

and molecules appear. Beginning of chemistry. 

Formation of planet Earth. 

Emergence of organisms. Beginning of biology. 

Last common grandmother of humans and 

chimpanzees. 

Evolution of the genus Homo in Africa. First stone tools. 

Humans spread from Africa to Eurasia. Evolution of 

different human species. 

Neanderthals evolve in Europe and the Middle East. 

Daily usage of fire. 

Homo sapiens evolves in East Africa. 

The Cognitive Revolution. Emergence of fictive 

language. 

Beginning of history. Sapiens spread out of Africa. 

Sapiens settle Australia. Extinction of Australian mega- 

fauna, 

Extinction of Neanderthals. 

Sapiens settle America. Extinction of American 

megafauna. 


