~ ’
. TO CELEBRATE 30 GLORIOUS YEARS OF PUBLISHING 1 .;
IN INDIA, PENGUIN PRESENTS A SELECTION OF '
30 OF ITS MOST ICONIC AND POPULAR BOOKS ]
: ' |
y, '{:.‘” I 4
Blending-history and myth to chronicle i !'
I the Indian strugglé for freedom and fndependence, E i
- - . . | !
: The Great Indian Navel is a hilarious, outrageous and O I
" miasterful recasting of the Mahabharata with ’ '; =] {
fictionalized—but highly recognizable—events and i > I
characters from twentieth-century Indian politics. | > 2;
! Ox , .
5 ‘Monumental’ ' i § g * T
) Publishers Weakly | -~ — |I. G R EA I
i |
‘Brilliantly written . .. merits to be called a classic’ l i I N D IA N N Ov E L
The Minduy 'l‘ fi
| |
‘Every sane Indian should buy a copy of this book’ i J
Indian £xpress
| I O H
) :f il
I o I
| vig (!
i o7
Serips desion by AHlowal (5-m|r.rr.1 ' m | 5
Cover conipused by Mearaj MNath | SJI II
() ' .'_!
9 -0-343-42965-4 ]
i

Fiction

Shashi Tharoor

978 || h]l
J”!l 42° 6J4

b| NDILA 8
! Wil penguingn. con 2300 [
: wu . pehguLn. co. tn @

ISBN
ollr

S P e e

Fer sale in Indio and Sn |




BY THE SAME AUTHOR

Fiction
Riot: A Novel

Show Business
The Five-Dollar Smile

Non-fiction

The Elephant, the Tiger and the Cellphone: Reflections
on India in the Twenty-first Century
India: From Midnight to the Millennium and Beyond
Bookless in Baghdad: And Other Writings about Reading
Nebru: The Invention of India
Pax Indica: India and the World of the
Twenty-first Century

INDIAN NOVEL

Shashi Tharoor

0

PENGUIN BOOKS




PENGUIN BOOKS

USA | Canada | UK | Ireland | Australia
New Zealand | India | South Africa | China

Penguin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies
whose addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com

Published by Penguin Random House India Pvt. Ltd
7th Floor, Infinity Tower C, DLF Cyber City,
Gurgaon 122 002, Haryana, India ](01‘

Penguin my sons
Random House Ishaan and Kanishk
India ]

First published by Penguin Books India 1989 fOT our own
First published simultaneously in Viking 1989 T;
This edition published 2017 tlottama
Copyright © Shashi Tharoor 1989, 2014
All rights reserved
10987654321
This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places and incidents are either the
product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously and any resemblance
to any actual person, living or dead, events or locales is entirely coincidental.

ISBN 9780143429654

For sale in India and Sri Lanka only

Typeset in Sabon by Eleven Arts, Delhi
Printed at Thomson Press India Ltd, New Delhi

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade
or otherwise, be lent, resold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the
publisher’s prior consent in any form of binding or cover other than that in
which it is published and without a similar condition including this condition
being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

WWW,Penguin.co.in




CONTENTS

e U VAU S ~=OT) AR~ (T

INTRODUCTION TO THE SILVER JUBILEE EDITION
FAMILY TREE

THE FIRST BOOK
THE TWICE-BORN TALE

THE SECOND BOOK
THE DUEL WITH THE CROWN

THE THIRD BOOK
THE RAINS CAME

THE FOURTH BOOK
A RAJ QUARTET

THE FIFTH BOOK
THE POWERS OF SILENCE

THE SIXTH BOOK
FORBIDDEN FRUIT

THE SEVENTH BOOK
THE SON ALSO RISES




x Contents

THE EIGHTH BOOK
MIDNIGHT’S PARENTS 203

THE NINTH BOOK
HIM—OR, THE FAR POWER-VILLAIN 233

THE TENTH BOOK
DARKNESS AT DAWN 265 INTRODUCTION TO THE SILVER

THE ELEVENTH BOOK JUBILEE EDITION
RENUNCIATION—OR, THE BED OF ARROWS 305

THE TWELFTH BOOK
THE MAN WHO COULD NOT BE KING 331

THE THIRTEENTH BOOK Consider the evidence. A television series retelling the

PASSAGES THROUGH INDIA 371 Mabhabharata becomes the most successful Indian TV

| programme ever, drawing an audience of over 200 million
THE FOURTEENTH BOOK and paralysing life during the hours of its weekly telecast.
THE RIGGED VEDA % The Western world’s leading avant-garde theatre director
THE FIFTEENTH BOOK makes a nine-hour play of the epic, which a multinational
THE ACT OF FREE CHOICE 439 cast performs to enthusiastic acclaim across the globe, from

Avignon to Ayers Rock. The bestselling book in the history
of Indian publishing in English is not some steamy potboiler,
but the venerable C. Rajagopalachari (‘Rajaji’)’s episodic

THE SIXTEENTH BOOK
THE BUNGLE BOOK—OR, THE REIGN

485
OF ERROR translation of the Mahbabharata. (If the sales of other
THE SEVENTEENTH BOOK ¢ translations were added, the Mababharata would probably
THE DROP OF HONEY—A PARABLE 517 eclipse the next few Indian bestsellers put together.)

My own homage to the epic, The Great Indian Novel

iy CIGHTEENTH BOOR remains in print twenty-five years on, has undergone forty
SALVATION 559 - PHE s _ L i
IAIBIPEANANG three reprints in India, and multiple editions abroad, a fate
AFTERWORD 609 I could scarcely have imagined when I first sat down at my
£ TS G SRR 611 computer on a cold winter’s evening in Geneva and began

GLOSSARY 613
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

X1




