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Preface

To a much greater extent than most people would imagine, humans
depend on poultry for their food. There are about twice as many chickens
in the world as humans, and most, with all the other poultry species, are
kept for meat and eggs. Yet the contributions of poultry to human society
remain widely ignored or unknown, their variety unappreciated and the
complexity of their behaviour overlooked or belittled. This volume has
three overlapping themes. First, that chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese and
other poultry are fascinating representatives of the world of birds, with
biology and behaviour that are novel to those who are mostly familiar with
mammals. Secondly, that knowledge of their biology and behaviour is
essential to proper management of commercial poultry: witness the facts
that success in management is considerably affected by experience, and
that decisions made on a technical rather than a biological basis are often
disastrous. Thirdly, that such knowledge fosters an appropriate concern
for the birds themselves, a concern that mirrors increasing public interest
in the welfare of farm animals. To have a sustainable [uture, agriculture
must take into account the needs of our animals and our environment as
well as ourselves.

This volume draws on some material from the previous Poultry
Production Systems: Behaviour, Management and Welfare (Appleby et al., 1992),
revised and updated. However, the issues concerned have moved on con-
siderably in the last 10 years and there is much new coverage, particularly
in the chapters on welfare, politics and economics. There is still more pub-
lished information available on chickens than on other poultry, but studies
on the latter are increasing and are included as comprehensively as possi-
ble. This continues to be an active area of research and more than one-third
of the references listed have been published since the previous book.

We are very grateful to many friends and colleagues for support during
the production of this volume. We particularly wish to thank Francine
Bradley, Ben Mather and Anna Olsson who each read the whole manuscript
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