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A Hand Book of Poultry Diseases, First Edition offers a
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epidemiology, pathogenesis, clinical signs, lesions,
treatment and prevention of major poultry diseases.

This First Edition includes access to discussions

especially based on domestic birds. Well illustrated

throughout, the book provides in-depth information
on the major avian diseases in a concise manner that

will provide good idea to the readers in this regard.
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Poultry has influenced human civilization in many ways. Egg and
meat of birds are being consumed since prehistoric times. Poultry plays
very important role as a source of animal protein in the human diet;
however, the availability of animal protein in the diet in developing
countries is highly deficient. It is expected that poultry farming can
help to provide animal protein to a large extent to burgeoning human
population. Research and development efforts envisaged about five
decades ago have helped to establish the Indian Poultry sector on a
sound footing. As a result, it has now emerged as one of the dynamic
and fast growing activities not only in the field of animal sciences but
also business wise. Today, India stands at the 3" (66 billion eggs) and
5" (3.4 million tons) place in the world in egg and poultry meat
production respectively. Despite its impressive growth, the per capita
consumption of egg and chicken meat is about 100 eggs and 2250 g
per annum in urban areas whereas 15 eggs and 750 g chicken meat in

rural areas against the recommended level of 180 eggs and 10.25 kg
meat.

Similar to other animals, birds are susceptible to a variety of
diseases. Knowludgc aboul the type of birds, their anatomy and how
they are managed does help one understand the type and kind of
diseases different birds are susceptible to. Because some types of birds
are raised for egg production or meat, such as commercial poultry,
infectious diseases can spread ra pidly among birds raised in a confined
Space. Poultry can also be raised in small numbers as backyard flocks.
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Contact of herd animals with wildlife and domestic species of
questionable health status should be prevented beca.use such exposure
is a direct threat to animal health and farm biosecur}ty. Unfortunately,
this is difficult to control in some livestock operations suc;h as Whe11
beef cattle and deer graze common areas and have umn?enhonal
contact. Pets should be restricted from enterir}g animal housing areals
unless they are used for purposes of protection or predatfor co:}l‘ltrot :
Any biosecurity program should include control measures f)r rodents
and insects because they can harbor and transmit disease-causing

pathogens.

Feed and water should be free of contamination when possible.
Contamination of feed and water sources can pose a Challer}ge tg
farm biosecurity. Feedstuffs, regardless. o'f source, may be czio.n'tamlpat; !
during preparation or storage. Maintaining hygienic con 1tions in :
feed mill and controlling pests in feed storage areas will help pre.vzp
contamination of both feed ingredients and Comp.lete feed.s. Pe]ilo. ic
analysis of the farm water supply provides valuable information relative
to water quality and possible infectious challenges.

The health status of the herd should be dgtermined.and mopltore%
regularly. This is critical when considermg.mternal blq—secgrltydasﬁce
formulating disease control measures. The diseases momtorle Zn °
frequency of monitoring should be based'on ’Fhe health-re ated goa f
of the farm and input from the herd veterinarian as to the diseases o

greatest significance to the farm.
lated and then
A disease control program should be .formu ‘
recognized and implemented by all affiliated with the.fa.rm. Prevgnt}ng
the entry of pathogens and suppressing the activity of existing
pathogens requires effort and cooperation by all on the farm.
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